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Comments 

Comments received from patrons at all branch as part of the “Do You Love Your Library” 
campaign for National Library Week.  
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Bronson continued: 
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Coldwater continued: 
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Sherwood continued: 
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CBPU Board approves BDL StoryWalk in 
Waterworks Park
By Jim Measel
Apr 2, 2025 | 6:22 PM

COLDWATER, MI (WTVB) – The Coldwater Board of Public Utilities Board of Directors gave 
their approval Wednesday night to a request from the Branch District Library to install a 
permanent StoryWalk at Waterworks Park.

Courtesy Branch District Library

It would be similar to other StoryWalks which have been installed at Heritage Park and in the 
Quincy Park.

The Story Walk includes picture book display signs along a walking path.

Erica Donihue from the District Library said there would be 18 signs at Waterworks Park.

Kimberly Feltner from the Library said they hope to change the story lines four times a year.

The Branch District Library has been working with Altrursa International of Branch County to 
fund the project. The library and Altrusa would also maintain the StoryWalk.

The CBPU would assist in the installation process of the signs. It’s hoped the signs will be ready 
for public viewing by the middle of May.
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Courtesy Branch District Library

Coldwater City Council approves BDL 
Waterworks Park StoryWalk
By Jim Measel
Apr 14, 2025 | 6:31 PM
COLDWATER, MI (WTVB) – The Coldwater City Council approved the installation of a 
Branch District Library StoryWalk in Waterworks Park Monday night.

It was earlier approved by the Coldwater Board of Public Utilities Board of Directors.

It would be similar to the StoryWalks at Heritage Park and in the Quincy Park.

The Story Walk in Waterworks Park will include 18 picture book display signs along a walking 
path.

The library hope to change the story lines four times a year.

The library has been working with Altrursa International of Branch County to fund and maintain 
the StoryWalk project.

It’s hoped the signs will be ready for public viewing by the middle of May.
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Monroe Street/Tibbits parking lot sound
system 

The council approved spending $30,427 with Mer-
cury Audio/Video/Lighting, the high bidder, to install
a south system for downtown events along S. Monroe
Street and part of the Tibbits Parking lots. 

Economic Development Coordinator Erin Veysey
said the low bidder, Sweetwater, provided inferior
equipment. She said that by working with the city
manager to !nd the small amount of extra funding,
Mercury could complete the work by the middle of
May. 

Bands for street events will still provide their
sound system, but the system can also provide music
for all events and festivals. 

“An initial set of speakers in Tibbits Plaza will im-
mediately allow festival goers to enjoy music and re-
ceive announcements,” Veysey said. 

The city can expand the system later. 

Parkhurst Park Garden 

Branch County Conservation District Manager Ka-
ren Newman received a grant from the Wild"ower As-
sociation of Michigan that covers the costs of creating
a native plant garden on the site of a removed building
at Parkhurst Park o# Union City Road. 

Newman will plant the 30-by-30 foot plot with na-

tive plants. The garden will require some mainte-
nance to begin with. 

“It will come to a point that it does not need regular
watering because it’s going to be well established,”
Newman said.

Story Walk 

Branch District Library, with council approval, will
install a story walk around the perimeter of Water-
works Park with 18 signs on posts, each a page of a
children’s book. 

Library Assistant Director Kim Feltner said the sto-
ries will be multilingual for the city’s diverse popula-
tion. 

The library installed successful Story Walks in
Heritage Park and Quincy Village Park. 

Coldwater Master Plan 

The council approved a $70,000 contract with Pro-
gressive Companies from Grand Rapids to complete
the required !ve-year update of the city’s Master
Plan. 

Three companies presented to the Planning Com-
mission. 

“One of the things about this particular !rm that
stood out is their work within other communities that
had large ethnic populations,” Baker said. 

Baker thanked Veysey for obtaining a $50,000
grant from the Michigan State Housing Development
Authority to pay for most of the work. 

The update will take at least a year. 
Contact Don Reid: dReid@Gannett.com 

Coldwater
Continued from Page 1A

Micro-sealing will take place on this section of Michigan Avenue and seven other streets this summer to
extend the life of the road for an additional seven to ten years. DON REID/COLDWATER REPORTER


